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Kami Reopens 




Dec 16 lh --President 
Karzai cuts the 
ceremonial tape 

BBC - Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai 
has reopened a key 
highway linking the 
capital Kabul with the 
southern city of 
Kandahar, a former 
Taleban stronghold. 


following the fall of the 
Taleban two years ago. 

The 482 kilometre (303 
miles) highway was 
originally built with the 
help of American funds 
in the early 1960s. 

But years of conflict had 
turned it into a dusty, 
potholed, dirt track. 


The prestigious Correspondents say the 

highway reconstruction improvement of the road 

project was one of his w '" cut tiave ' t' 1116 
| government's key goals between the two cities 

from 16 hours to about 


six. 

Reconstruction of the 
Kabul-Kandahar 
highway has been hit by 
attacks on construction 
workers by suspected 
Taleban fighters. 

Two Indian workers 
were abducted from 
Zabul province, through 
which the road passes, 
earlier this month. 

In November, a Turkish 
engineer was kidnapped 
by the Taleban who later 
released him. 

Afghanistan's roads is 
on top of the interim 
government's agenda to 
help improve 

communications and 
links between the 
provinces in the 
landlocked country. 


Dec 17 th --US President 
George W Bush has said 
that the captured former 
Iraqi leader Saddam 
Hussein should pay the 
"ultimate penalty" for his 
crimes. 

"This is a disgusting tyrant 
who deserves... the ultimate 
justice," he said in a US 
television interview. 

His comments put the US 
sharply at odds with the 
United Nations and 
European allies who oppose 
the death penalty. 

Earlier. US Defence 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
announced the CIA would 
take charge of interrogating 
Saddam Hussein. 

In the aftermath of the 
deposed leader’s capture on 
Saturday, Mr Bush avoided 
answering questions on 
what punishment he wanted 
to see imposed. 

But his latest comments 
confirm what most people 
believed were the Texan 
president's views, says the 
BBC's Justin Webb, in 
Washington. 

"Let's just see what penalty 
he sets, but I think he ought 


to receive the ultimate penalty 
... for what he has done to his 
people,” Mr Bush told ABC 
News. 

"I mean, he is a torturer, a 
murderer, they had rape 
rooms. This is a disgusting 
tyrant who deserves justice, 
the ultimate justice." 

But the president said that he 
did not want a "kangaroo 
court", and that only the Iraqi 
people should decide what 
punishment their former 
leader deserved. 

Earlier, Mr Rumsfeld said he 
had asked the CIA chief. 
George Tenet. to take 
responsibility for the 
interrogation of Saddam 
Hussein. 

Mr Rumsfeld refused to 
comment on whether he had 
revealed any useful 
information so far and 
described the former leader's 


relationship with his captors 
simply as "resigned". He was 
being accorded the protection 
of a prisoner of war, but his 
actual legal status was still 
being decided. Mr Rumsfeld 
said. 

He also defended showing 
pictures of Saddam Hussein 
as a prisoner, undergoing 
medical checks. 

"If lives can be saved by 
physical proof that that man 
is off the street, out of 
commission, never to return, 
then we opt for saving lives." 
Mr Rumsfeld said. There has 
been much speculation in the 
American media about the 
form that Saddam Hussein's 
interrogation might take. 

In his television interview. 
President Bush said he did 
not know what precise 
techniques were being 
employed, but he said we do 
not use torture. 

Mr Bush also had a warning 
for the US's most-wanted 
man - al-Qaeda leader, 
Osama bin Laden, saying he 
would be captured "dead or 
alive”. 

"We're on his trail, too. He's 
probably in a hole 
somewhere hiding from 
justice," Mr Bush said. 



Dec 15--KABUL (Reuters) 
- Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai says a draft 
constitution he has been 
pushing that will give him 
sweeping powers will 
probably be approved, 
although there might be 
some amendments. 

The published draft 
intended to take 
Afghanistan to its first free 
elections next year is being 
considered by a 500- 
delegate Loya Jirga, or 
Grand Assembly, that 
started on Sunday. 

Critics and rivals have 
called for the sweeping 
powers sought by Karzai 
and his U.S.-led foreign 
backers to be diluted by a 
stronger 
parliament. 

In an interview with Dubai- 
based Al Arabiya television, 
Karzai said the Loya Jirga 
had been "going as 
expected". 

"We have prepared a draft 
constitution which outlines 
the role of the president who 
will be elected by the 
Afghan people through fair 
and 

democratic elections," he 
said. 

"Maybe there will be some 
amendments on some 
articles but there will 
[probably be agreement on 


the overall document." 

Karzai did not elaborate, but 
said: "Any changes in the' 
constitution will be built upon 
the bases of peace and 
security in Afghanistan and 
not 

on sectarian or religious 
bases.” 

The outcome of the meeting, 
and Afghanistan's progress 
towards elections, is seen as a 
key test for America's other, 
even more troubled 
front, Iraq, where U.S. forces 
on Sunday announced the 
capture of former ruler 
Saddam Hussein. 

Delegates from the Northern 
Alliance, backbone of 
Karzai's government that has 
also emerged as his main 
rival, said its supporters 
would 

recommend the current 
assembly stay together and 
act as a parliament to 
supervise presidential 

activity. 

Claiming the support of 241 
delegates, they demanded that 
50 delegates picked by Karzai 
be denied voting rights.^a call 
rejected by 

ex-president and assembly 
chairman Sibghatullah 

Mojaddidi. 

Karzai. who came to power 
after a U.S.-led force drove 
out the Taliban in late 2001 
and is widely seen as the only 


probably' pass 


leader able to keep 
Afghanistan together, has 
said he will only stand in 
elections next year if 
delegates agree to a strong 
presidency. 

He told the Loya Jirga on 
Sunday that a strong 
presidency was vital in a 
war-ravaged country lacking 
political parties with 
nationwide 
support. 

However, analysts say 
regional warlords have been 
seeking pledges on greater 
autonomy, individual 

positions, or a stronger role 
for Islamic 

law in return for their 
backing, vyhich could sow 
the seeds for future 
difficulties. 

Several delegates urged 
Karzai to compromise. 

"Delegates from our region 
call on the president to revise 
his stance in order to avoid a 
deadlock," said Abdullah 
from the northern province 
of Baghlan. Another 
northerner, from Jozjan, said 
his constituents wanted 
presidential power reduced. 

A U.N. observer said Karzai 
might be forced to give 
ground: 

"As far as I see, there's a 
tough debate ahead and he 
needs to compromise." 



Dec 15 th — AFP - A 
TALIBAN commander once 
held at the US military base 
in Guantanamo but released 
in July is reportedly back in 
Afghanistan and in charge 
of attacks against US forces 
there. 

Sources in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan have told Time 
magazine that Mullah 
Shehzada, who was among 
16 Afghans freed from the 
US base in Cuba, 
masterminded a jailbreak in 
Kandahar in October in 
which 41 captured Taliban 
burrowed under'prison walls 
with help from bribed 


guards. 

A deputy to Taliban army 
chief Mullah Fazal Mazloom 
before his capture during the 
2001 Afghanistan war, 
Shehzada allegedly seized 
control of Taliban operations 
against US forces and their 
Afghan allies in the southern 
part of the country once he 
was back in Afghanistan. 

Asked why Shehzada had 
resumed attacks on US 
forces, Taliban spokesman 
Hamid Agha said: "Once a 
Taliban, always a Taliban. 
Now he wants revenge." 

The Pentagon declined to 
comment on the report, the 


weekly 


said. 


Shehzada and Mazloom, who 
is still in US custody, 
surrendered after the Taliban 
defeat at Kunduz in 
November 2001, according 
to the report. 

Unknown to US authorities at 
the time and with no ID, 
Shehzada was not 
recognised among hundreds 
of prisoners. He gave his 
captors a false name, telling 
them he had been picked up 
by US Northern Alliance allies 
because he was a Pashtun of 
rival ethnicity, convincing 
them he had never belonged 
to the Taliban 


____ 

S Korea Ap pr oves Troops for Iraq 


Dec 17--South Korea 
has announced it will 
send a contingent of 
3,000 troops to help 
reconstruction in Iraq, 
ending months of debate 
about the deployment. 

President Roh Moo-hyun 
endorsed the plan, which 
is set to involve a mixture 
of combat and non¬ 
combat troops, at a 
cabinet-level security 
meeting. 

The deployment now 
needs to be approved by 


the National Assembly, 
where the opposition 
Grand National Party has 
already indicated its 


backing. 


The Defence Minister. Cho 
Young-kil, said it would 
take at least four months to 
prepare for the deployment. 

After the announcement, 
a seven member military 
delegation left for the 
United Slates to co¬ 
ordinate where and when 
the troops should be 
deployed. South Korea 


already has several 
hundred army engineers 
and medics operating in 
the southern Iraqi city of 
Nasiriya. 

Sending combat troops to 
Iraq has been controversial 
and prompted mass 
demonstrations in Seoul. 

But President Roh has 
pushed for the 
deployment, arguing it 
was needed to show the 
country’s commitment to 
its close alliance with 
the US. 
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Dec 16 ,h —Five bombs used 
in a failed attempt on the 
life of Pakistani President 
Pervez M usharraf were 

highly sophisticated, the 

authorities say. 

"This type of device was 
never used before in the 
country in the past.” 
Information Minister Sheikh 
Ahmed Rashid said. 

The bombs went off seconds 
after the president's 

motorcade crossed a bridge 
in Rawalpindi on Sunday. 
Police have questioned 


several people over the attack, 
but made no arrests. 

Mr Rashid said those who 
had planned the bomb attack 
were experts in their field. 
But he would not say where 


the devices might have come 
from, or who might have 
planted them. 

He said there had been no 
other developments in the 
investigation into the blasts. 

Security has been stepped up 
for the president following 
Sunday's explosions, which 
damaged the bridge but 
injured no one. 

It was the second attempt to 
kill the president since he 
ordered a crackdown on 
Islamic militants in early 
2002 . 


Dec 16 ,h -lsrael has revealed 
there was a plan to 
assassinate Saddam Hussein 
in 1992, but the operation 
was called off after a 
training accident. 

The military censor lifted 
the ban on publishing the 
story following the capture 
of the former Iraqi leader. 


shortly after the war. 

Now that the former Iraqi 
leader has been captured 
Israeli officials have 
confirmed that was indeed the 
plan. 

The idea was to drop Israeli 
commandos deep inside Iraqi 
territory. 


The plan was meant to They were supposed to fire 
retaliate for Iraqi Scud specially designed missiles at 
missile attacks on Israel Saddam Hussein during the 
during the 1991 Gulf War. funeral of his uncle. 

For years there had been Israeli officials said training 
rumours that Israel plotted for the operation was 
to kill Saddam Hussein approved by the late prime 


minister, Yitzhak Rabin. But 
the plan was never brought 
before the government for 
final approval and it was 
dropped when five soldiers 
were killed by a live missile 
used accidentally during an 
exercise. 

The assassination was meant 
to retaliate for Scud missile 
attacks from Baghdad during 
the war. 

Israel did not respond at the 
time because of intense 
pressure from the United 
States, but many security 
officials felt that Israel's 
restraint had undermined its 
deterrence capability. 


w ^ m 

Dec 14"'-BBC - Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai 
has strongly refuted 
reports of a growing 
Taliban resurgence in his 
country. In a BBC 
interview in Kabul, he 
conceded that Taliban 
fighters may be 
threatening individual 
Afghans and foreigners, 
as well as himself. 

But he said they did not 
threaten the political 
process or the stability of 
the country. 

He also said he had asked 
US forces to reconsider 
aerial attacks when 
pursuing . individual 
Taliban suspects. 

Fifteen children were 
killed in such an attack 
earlier this month. 
Mr Karzai, speaking on 


the World Service's 
Newshour programme, said 
Taliban forces 
"terrorists", as he called 
them - did not succeed in 
stopping elections to 
choose delegates to the 
loya jirga, or grand 
assembly, which is due to 
discuss a new constitution 
for the country. 

But he admitted they have 
been targeting foreign aid 
workers and Afghans, and 
he added that they would 
continue to do so. 

Mr Karzai angrily refuted a 
Unitpd Nations reports 
which said the Taliban was 
now taking advantage of 
popular disaffection, 

particularly in southern and 
eastern areas of the 
country, where Taliban 
fighters have been moving 
back and forth across the 


Dec 16--The United 
Nations role in Iraq needs 
to be defined much more 
clearly, UN Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan says. 

Mr Annan said the 
capture of Saiddam 
Hussein was an 
opportunity for a new 
beginning for Iraqis - and 
forming a provisional 
government wais a 
priority. 

Mr Annan was addressing 
the UN Security Council 
during a debate on the 
future of Iraq. 

The CIA will handle the 
interrogation of Saddam 
Hussein, US Defence 
Secretary Donald 

Rumsfeld told reporters. 

Mr Annan said the UN 
had not disengaged from 
Iraq and was doing all it 
could from outside the 
country. 

But he said it was still too 
dangerous for the UN to 
return to Iraq, following 
the bombing of its 
Baghdad headquarters in 
August that killed UN 
envoy Sergio Vieira de 


Mello and 21 others. 

Mr Annan said the UN was 
ready to play its full part in 
helping Iraq, but "much 
greater clarity" was needed 
as to what was expected 
from it. 

Mr Annan described the 
capture of Saddam Hussein 
as "an opportunity for a 
new beginning in the vital 
task of helping Iraqis to 
take control of their 
destiny". 

Mr Annan said the process 
of restoring sovereignty to 
llraqis in the form of a 
provisional government 
was urgent and needed to 
include every segment of 
llraqi society. 

He- acfded: "While there 
rnaiy not be time to 


organise free, fair and 
credible elections for this 
purpose, it is essential that 
the process leading to the 
formation of a provisional 
government is fully 
inclusive and transparent". 

Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Hoshyar Zebari told the 
session that Saddam 
Hussein had to be made to 
answer to the Iraqi people, 
so that they could begin 
what he called the long- 
overdue process of 
reconciliation. 

Mr Zebari said he 
wanted to see an 
expanded role for the 
UN in Iraq that could 
not be delivered from 
outside the country. 

"The United Nations must 
not fail the- Iraqi people 
again," he warned. 

Last week Mr Annan 
said UN staff would be 
making Baghdad visits 
from Cyprus or a 
smaller office in 
Amman, Jordan. 

He named New Zealander 
Ross Mountain as his new 
interim envoy to Iraq. 


Afghan Women Demand 




Dec I6 lh —Women delegates 
at Afghanistan's loya jirga, 
or grand assembly, have 
accused their male 
colleagues of trying to leave 
them out of leadership 
positions. 

Many of 100 women at the 
gathering of over 500 
assembly members also said 
they were greatly under¬ 
represented. The row comes 
as the assembly is set to 
tackle a new constitution on 
day three of the meeting that 
opened on Sunday. 

The gathering is the second 
since the Taliban fell two 
years ago, and comes amid 
rising violence in many 
areas. Differences have also 
emerged over whether 
Afghanistan's presidency 
should be kept in check by 


border with neighbouring 
Pakistan. 

He said he understood 
why the UN withdrew 
most of its foreign staff 
from these areas. But he 
declared reconstruction 
would continue with an 
Afghan alternative. 

It was a defiant message 
from a government still 
struggling to provide basic 
services across this 
country. 


I also asked the president 
about the more aggressive 
campaign by US forces to 
track down Taliban. 

The president admitted 
that mistakes, such as the 
deaths of the 15 children, 
had put a lot of political 
pressure on him. 

He said he had asked the 
Americans to reconsider 
whether aerial attacks 
were useful in the pursuit 
of individual suspects. 

"We don't want Afghans 
to suffer any more," he 
said. 

That, he said, was the 
purpose of toppling the 
Taliban two years ago. 


parliament. 

Supporters of the Tajik- 
dominated Northern Alliance 
spoke in favour of a 
parliamentary system, as 
opposed to the strong 
presidency favoured by 
Afghanistan’s interim leader 
Hamid Karzai. Kabul 

delegate Hafiz Mansour 
described as "illegal" 

President Karzai’s 

appointment of 50 delegates 
to the council and said they 
should be denied voting 
rights. But representatives of 
the Pashtuns, the country's 
largest ethnic group, backed 
the president, saying he had 
been given authority by the 
last loya jirga in June 2002. 
Delegates at the meeting - set 
to last several weeks - include 
former communists, 

mujahideen fighters, tribal 


leaders and Western-based 
exiles. "In this tent, we are 
100 women against 400 
men," Nadira, a female 
delegate from Kabul, was 
quoted as saying by the 
Associated Press news 
agency. 

"But we represent more than 
50% of Afghan society," 
Nadira - who like many 
Afghans goes by only one 
name - added. Several of her 
colleagues also expressed 
their anger of what they said 
was second-class treatment 
and betrayal of Afghan 
women. The criticism came 
despite one woman was 
selected the assembly's 
deputy chairman - alongside 
with her three male 

colleagues. But the 

appointment of Safia Sediqi 
came only after the new 
chairman, Sebghatullah 
Mujadidi, broke with 

protocol to create the fourth 
deputy position. 

Several women delegates 
said they were satisfied with 
such a move, but stressed 

they would continue to fight 
for Afghan women's rights 
that were eroded under the 
Taliban regime. 
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